@Congress of the Wnited States
Washinglon, 8¢ 20515

May 7, 2004

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

We are writing to formally request that you instruct the Military Inspector General
of the Department of Defense to supervise the investigation of tortured Iraqgi prisoners of
war, and other reported gross violations of the Geneva Convention at Abu Ghraib Prison
in Iraq.

The images of brutalized Iraqi Prisoners of War, broadcast throughout the world
by Arab language media outlets, have quite possibly done the most damage to American
credibility, intentions and policies in the Middle East region to date. This horrendous
incident, and the potentially disastrous effect it could have on our ability to foster
stability and security in the region, necessitates an immediate and thorough investigation
conducted by the Inspector General.

Public statements made by General Richard Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, indicate that the Department of Defense is currently conducting several separate
internal investigations. According to the Inspector General Act of 1978, it is the duty of
the Inspector General to, "give particular regard to the activities of internal audits,
inspections, and investigative units of the military departments with a view towards
avoiding duplication and insuring effective coordination and cooperation.”

Leaked portions of an internal report conducted by Major General Antonio M.
Taguba several months ago indicate that, in addition to members of the 372" Military
Police, abuses at Abu Ghraib Prison involved members of the American Intelligence
Community, agencies outside of the Department of Defense and private contractors. Only
the Inspector General has the necessary statutory authority to request assistance and
information from other federal agencies.

In the event that you exercise your authority under the Inspector General Act of
1978 to prevent the Inspector General from initiating an investigation into the incidents at
Abu Ghraib Prison, we ask that you explain your decision in writing to the House
Government Reform Committee and the Senate Government Affairs Committee within
30 days.
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Rahm Emanuel
Member of Congress
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Eddie Bernice Johnse
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Denise L. Majette
Member of Congress

Silvestre Reyes
Member of Congress
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Donald M. Payne
Member of Congress

Michael M. Honda
Member of Congress
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