Congress of the Anited States
Pashington, BE 20515

January 9, 2026

The Honorable Chris Wright
Secretary

Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Secretary Wright:

I am writing to urge the Department of Energy (DOE) to advance the long-delayed cleanup of
the West Lake Landfill by pursuing a cost-allocation and funding framework modeled after the
Latty Avenue settlement. That agreement showed how federal leadership, together with DOE’s
recognition of its Manhattan Project—era role under existing law, can finally deliver real progress
and justice to communities long affected by legacy radioactive contamination. Recent progress at
Coldwater Creek and other St. Louis area sites under the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial
Action Program (FUSRAP) shows what is possible when the Federal government acts with

clarity and coordination.! It is beyond time for that same approach to be applied to West Lake
Landfill.

West Lake Landfill remains one of the most complex and consequential radiological sites in the
region, but for far too long, its risks were downplayed.? DOE must establish for West Lake
Landfill a negotiated cost-allocation agreement grounded in DOE’s historic role in generating
and dispersing radioactive material, similar to the Latty Avenue settlement. This agreement alone
ended decades of delays and lawsuits, released significant federal funding, and allowed cleanup
to move forward. Although the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) currently oversees West
Lake Landfill, the site’s federal origins and ties to the Manhattan Project justify similar
treatment. Continued division among the DOE, the EPA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE), and private parties have only prolonged the risks to the community’s public health
and eroded trust in the cleanup process.

I therefore urge DOE to convene all relevant federal and non-federal actors to develop and
finalize a comprehensive cost-allocation and funding agreement for West Lake Landfill that
mirrors the structure and intent of the Latty Avenue framework. DOE’s leadership is essential to

! Bryce Gray, Coldwater Creek got new cleanup cash. Where did it come from?, St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
(December 9, 2025),

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/government-politics/article _0390f113-d290-4002-bdb0-
6¢173a0ae52d.html?utm_campaign=snd-autopilot&utm medium=social&utm_source=threads

2 Allison Kite, Records Reveal 75 Years of Government Downplaying, Ignoring Risks of St. Louis Radioactive
Waste, Missouri Independent (July 12, 2023), https://missouriindependent.com/2023/07/12/st-louis-radioactive-
waste-records



bringing these parties together, aligning authorities, and ensuring that funding and responsibility
are allocated in proportion to federal involvement in the site’s contamination, through a
coordinated interagency process.

The St. Louis region cannot wait any longer. The Latty Avenue settlement proved that the
federal government can bring together all relevant actors necessary, take responsibility, and
commit resources accordingly. It is time to apply that same model across the region, especially at
West Lake Landfill, which would mark a long-overdue obligation by the Federal Government to
take accountability for the past harm done in our community.

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

L

Wesley Bell

Member of Congress

CC:
The Honorable Pam Bondi, Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice

The Honorable Lee Zeldin; Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Lieutenant General William H. Graham; Commanding General and Chief of Engineers, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers

The Honorable Adam Telle; Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, U.S. Department
of the Army, Office of the Assistant Secretary (Civil Works)



